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ABSTRACT 



This brochure for educators discusses bilingual children and 
talent development. It defines the optimal level of bilingualism as balanced 
bilingualism, in which the bilingual student shows age-appropriate abilities 
and feels at ease in both languages. At this level bilingual children may be 
more flexible in their thinking mainly because of the constant switching and 
awareness of using both languages . It is stressed that the development and 
nurturance of both languages is needed to contribute to talent development in 
all domains. Educators are urged to: (1) provide a learning environment that 

encourages bilingualism, values cultural differences, and supports these 
students' expressions of their strengths and interests; (2) show positive and 
high expectations of their bilingual. students as well as an awareness of the 
family culture; (3) use flexible and diverse assessment procedures for the 
identification of cognitive strengths, abilities, interests, and learning 
styles of bilingual students; (4) establish programs that provide enrichment 
opportunities in both languages to promote talent development; (5) allow 
students to develop individual and group projects by selecting an interest 
topic or area of study; and (6) encourage family and community members to 
participate as facilitators of enrichment clusters, and exploratory and 
investigative activities, and as mentors. (CR) 
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